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MEET RYAN SMITH 
By Katie Hemsley / Photo: Abby Grasso

1. What attracted you to the President’s position at the  
University of Rio Grande and Rio Grande Community  
College?
“Taking this position was something that just kind of made 
sense. Having an experience with legislature, knowing of 
problems, and being from the area really drew me in to 
the President’s position. Especially, dealing with higher  
education. It’s something that I’m passionate about and 
would love for every individual to have access to and benefit 
from.”

2. What are your goals for the university and how do you 
expect to achieve them?
“My main goal is to improve campus life entirely. I’d like to 
increase enrollment and up the number of students that live 
on campus. Another thing I’d like to see change is student 
involvement. I want to create an atmosphere that thrives on 
students being involved on campus, especially outside of  
education; athletics, clubs, and other organizations.”

3. For those who may not know you, what are some  
significant accomplishments from your past career(s)?
“Most recently, I was speaker of the Ohio House. Before that, 
I was the finance chair for the House of Representatives for 
four years which meant that I carried the budget for the state 
of Ohio; a total of $68 billion. So, it gave me a really good 
experience of government and policy issues.”

4. Can you share a little bit about your academic back-
ground?
“I graduated from Gallia Academy in 1991. I went to Ohio 
State and studied finance, giving me a bachelor’s degree in 
finance from the Ohio State University.”

5. What is your favorite characteristic of the University of 
Rio Grande and Rio Grande Community College campus?
“It has, very much, a family atmosphere. Everybody wants 
to help everybody and because of its smaller size, everybody 
knows everybody. So, it’s just great. That’s been my favorite 
part about the village and about everything.”

6. In your free time, what are some hobbies that you enjoy?
“I like the outdoors and I like to hunt. I deer hunt a lot. Well, 
not a lot but it is something that I like to do when I get the 
time. I haven’t even thought about it lately. I like to fish, and 
I like to golf. Most of the time, I’m spending time with my 
family. I have four children. So, their activities keep me busy 
as well.”

7. As you mentioned earlier, you were a graduate of Gallia 
Academy High School, but were you born and raised in 
this area?
“I was born in Holzer Hospital. I was born and raised 
here, and short of living in Columbus for four years at 
Ohio State, I’ve always lived here in Gallipolis, or of a close  
vicinity like Bidwell.”

8. If you could describe yourself using three words, what 
would they be?
“Humble, honest, and sincere.”

9. What is the most important thing you would like for 
the University of Rio Grande and Rio Grande Community 
College students, faculty, and staff to know about you?

“I guess the most important thing for me is that I live 
five miles down the road. I’m not here to put this on my  
resume as a steppingstone for me to go somewhere else. 
I want to be a part of something special and we can do it 
here, at the University of Rio Grande. I think in a lot of 
ways this place is already special, but for me its like I’m 
where I want to be and I’m 100% invested in the future of 
this place and its success.”

10. Based on your own failures, successes, and personal 
growth what is your advice to students?
“Don’t limit your thinking. You’d be amazed by what 
you can accomplish if you don’t place limits on yourself.  
Another common characteristic I see in a lot of successful 
people is that they’re voracious readers. I mean, they read 
everything; all kinds of different books, a variety of topics. 
Those folks tend to be highly intelligent and successful. 
It’s just a common characteristic that I’ve seen in a lot of  
people.”
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Rio Students Out & About
Students in Dr. Sam Wilson’s class traveled to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania as part of a 
class project, giving research presentations on the lives of soldiers as they toured the 
battlegrounds.

Students from the University of Rio Grande and Rio Grande Community 
College Grande Chorale and Jazz Ensemble traveled to New York City to 
participate in Manhattan Concert Productions’ annual NYC Jazz Festival.

Students from the University of Rio Grande and Rio Grande  
Community College History of Psychology class and the 
Psychology Club visited the Cummings Center for the History 
of Psychology in Akron, Ohio. The center includes a museum 
and archive dedicated to historical psychology artifacts.

The Sigma Tau Delta Alpha Alpha Llamda chapter went 
to St. Louis to present their academic papers and creative 
pieces, which they later presented again at RISE. From left 
to right, Jessica Matheny, Megan Coon, Heather Dummitt, 
Lucas LeMaster, and back row, Damon Ledford. 
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GRADUATION
ACTIVITIES

 
Students in the Road Trip Graduation included: Ashlee Brill, MEd; Kelsey Conkey, BS; 
Zach Harvey, BS; Dylan Shockley, BS; Ty Warnimont, BS; Lucille Williams, BS; Aubrey 
Azbill, AAS; Michaela Criner, AAS; and Carley Skeese, AAS. 

Congratulations to Rio’s Nursing Class who were pinned August 16th, 2019

The University of Rio Grande and Rio Grande  
Community College proudly recognized the Class of 
2019 as official graduates on Saturday, May 4, 2019. A 
total of 357 students received their degrees during the 
143rd Commencement Ceremony on campus.

ROAD TRIP GRADUATION

COMMENCEMENT

Carly Skeese
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RIO ABROAD: PART II 
By Mackenzie Hornsby

COMMENCEMENT

As I near the end of my four months 
abroad, I can honestly say that the 
first word that comes to mind is sim-
ply, wow. I have truly had the most 
amazing experience studying in an 
environment that, in some ways, is 
completely different to the one I am 
accustomed to at home, and in oth-
er ways, feels just like home. I can 
see why the Welsh chose to settle in 
southern Ohio because when I look 
at the winding roads, the hills, and 
the green fields speckled with farm 
animals, I am reminded of my own 
little village of Rio Grande and how 
much natural beauty it possesses. 
It may be cliché to say that leaving 
home has given me a deeper appre-
ciation of my roots than I already 
had, but I cannot deny that this is 
true. I am, however, so thankful to 
have had the opportunity to expe-
rience cultures outside of my own 
bubble and be able to grow in inde-
pendence and confidence in areas 
of my life that were underdeveloped 
before leaving Ohio in January.
During my time in Carmarthen, 
Wales, I have made friends that 
are more like family, I have been 
pushed outside of my comfort zone 
in my course work for the BA Act-
ing program which without a doubt 
has made me a better performer, 
and I have eaten very well. Also, 
because of having a three-week gap 
from courses for Easter break, and 
due to travel being so much cheaper 
within Europe once already being 
here, I was able to explore some of 
the locations outside of Wales that 
I have had on my bucket list since 

The four American exchange students for the BA Acting program 
at Llandsteffan Castle, Wales. From left to right: Mackenzie  

Hornsby, Josh Vorwick, Raul Ruiz Jr., Aaron Truong

I was very young including London, Ireland, Santorini, and before 
I head home in a few weeks, Paris. Without question, this experi-
ence has been one of the best decisions I have made. While yes, I 
am ready to head home to the beautiful foothills of Appalachia at 
the end of May and reunite with my family and friends (and Shake 
Shoppe hotdogs), I also find it hard to say goodbye to the place and 
the people that have taught me so much and have made my final se-
mester before graduating the University of Rio Grande so rich. I wish 
saying thank you could fully encompass my gratitude for all those 
who encouraged me to pursue this opportunity . . . I hope that I 
can be that voice of encouragement for upcoming students consid-
ering taking the plunge and journeying across the Atlantic as well.

Note: The University of Rio Grande and Rio Grande Community College offers an excellent opportu-
nity to its students to study abroad in the beautiful country of Wales through its partnership with the 
University of Wales Trinity Saint David. All interested students can get more information on the ex-
change program by visiting Jeanne Jindra in the Madog Center on campus or emailing jjindra@rio.edu.

Overlooking the Cliffs of Moher in 

Ireland

Oia, Santorini, Greece
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SPORTS

STUDENT VS. STAFF SOFTBALL GAME

Annual Staff/Faculty vs. Students Softball Game. The 
staff really hit it out of the park with their 16-15 victory 
over the students

Men’s Soccer vs. St. Xavier  

Senior James Williamson of San Jose, Costa Rica.  

Williamson plays forward on the team.

Volleyball players Katie Hemsley, Kacie Trame, and Malorie  
Colwell readily await for the ball to come over the net.

Rio vs. West Virginia Tech
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CHAMPIONS OF CHARACTER

Welcome Weekend Photos 2019

Helping with Student Move In: Taisha Valenzuela, Beth  
Arnold and Laurel Palitto

RESIDENT ASSISTANTS 
Front Row: Dena Warren, former Dean of Students; and 
Seth Lawrence, Director of Residence Life & Student  
Engagement; Second Row: Katie Kelly, Bree Minehart, Tyler 
Carter, Viv Capozella, Baleigh Bradley, amd Taisha  
Valenzuela; Third Row: Connor Paine, Laurel Palitto, 
Ryanne Stoffel, Dan Rowbotham, Isaiah Pickell, Madison 
Duskey, George Reynolds, Natalie Seeberg, and Cameron 
Schreiter; and Fourth Row: Cole Meade, Adam Champer, 
Hadith Tiggs, and Greg Wallace.Rio vs.  West Virginia Tech

FALL 2019 ENROLLMENT - 1,665 STUDENTS TOTAL 
211 RESIDENTS / 1,454 COMMUTERS

Team Performance of the Year - Men’s Soccer

Female Perseverance Award - Amaya Jones of Columbus, OH - Volleyball (Fr.)
Male Perseverance Award - Hadith Tiggs of Mayfield Heights, OH -  Men’s Basketball (Jr.)
                                                Mitch Osmond of Sydney, Australia - Men’s Soccer (Sr.)

Female Individual Performance of the Year - Amirah Strauter of Pickerington, OH - Women’s Track & Field (So.)
Male Individual Performance of the Year - Zach Harvey of Kenova, WV - Baseball (Sr.) 
 
Female Rookie of the Year - Kenzie Cremeens of Ironton, OH - Softball (Fr.)
Male Rookie of the Year - Nicolas Cam Orellana of Santiago, Chile - Men’s Soccer (Fr.)

Staff of the Year Award - Randy Payton, Sports Information Director
Faculty of the Year Award - Katie Moleski, Asst. Professor, Health & Wellness and Sports & Exercise
Leadership Council Appreciation Award - Tara Gerlach, Athletic Trainer
Emileigh Cooper Warrior Award - Sara Rawls, Graduate Assistant - Volleyball

Champions of Character Team Award - Women’s Cross Country

Female Athlete of the Year Finalists - Jaida Carter of New Philadelphia, OH - Women’s Basketball (Sr.)
                                                                 Michaele Crinier of Bremen, OH - Softball (Jr.)
Male Athlete of the Year Finalists - Dylan Shockley of Minford, OH - Baseball (Sr.)
            Mitch Osmond of Sydney, Australia - Men’s Soccer (Sr.)

Newt Oliver Coach of the Year Award - Chris Hammond, Softball
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FACULTY AWARD SPOTLIGHT

ABOVE - Plants receives Service Award 
The Office of Accessibility and Mental Health Ser-
vices recently presented the Outstanding Service to 
Students with Disabilities Award to William Plants.  
 
Mr. Plants is an adjunct instructor who has advo-
cated for and empowered students with disabilities 
and  accommodations on campus. We are proud to 
work with someone who has such a strong mission 
of inclusion and push for student success.

BELOW - Professor Receives Lifetime Achievement Award
Dr. Raymond C. Matura (right) receives the Ohio Association of  
Gerontology and Education 2019 Lifetime Achievement Award from Dr. 
Daniel Van Dussen, (left) Professor and Graduate Director of Gerontol-
ogy, Youngstown State University and President of Ohio Association of 
Gerontology and Education.

Rio Faculty Receive Awards - Provost Dr. Richard Sax stands with this year’s winners of the Annual Faculty Awards. These awards 
highlight the excellence and achievement of the faculty each year. From left to right, Sax; Dr. Linda Sigismondi - Excellence in Scholarship 
Award; Dr. Chad Duncan - Edwin A. Jones Excellence in Teach Award; and Stephanie Scott - Ernie Wyant Award for Outstanding Teaching.


